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Abstract 
Social work schools were present since the beginning of the 20th century in the world, however, in Turkey, social work education 
was started in 1961. The first social work school, Hacettepe University, have existed as the only one providing social work 
education, until 2002. With the increasing need for the social workers in the country, the new schools/departments have 
established. In this study, development process of the social work profession and social work education in Turkey have  
elaborated critically together with the conditions of the newly constructed social work departments in recent years. 
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1. Instruction 
Social work profession, which has been existed for over a century, became a more important one because of 
poverty, deprivation and social change in the world. The education of such an important profession had been given 
only in one school for a long time in Turkey. With social changes in Turkey, insufficiency of social workers’ 
numbers and importance of the profession had been understood and new schools of social work began to be opened.  
The History of Social Work Education in Turkey 
Following the Second World War the United Nations were effective in increasing social services especially in the 
developing countries and founding schools to educate social workers. In Turkey, the United Nations gave much 
support to the founding and development of our social services schools. Following the arrival of the United Nations 
Social Welfare Consultants, meetings were held with representatives of relevant ministries, public, private and 
volunteer organizations in 1957. The social services institute was founded in Turkey in 1959.In the regulations of 
the social services institutes’ responsibilities were stated as follows: 
• Reasons for poverty must be investigated and necessary social work must be determined. 
• To avoid social deviations the necessary steps must be investigated. 
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• Normal and handicapped children must be protected and educated during the pre school years as well as during 
the school years. 
• Children, teenagers and adults must be socially and economically supported. 
• Work programmes of the rehabilitation organizations must be assisted. 
• From the social services points of view cooperation must be established between all relevant organizations. 
• Coordination must be established among volunteer organizations. 
• Statistical data must be collated on social services. 
• The aims of social services must be introduced to the public (Koúar, Tufan,1999). 
To be able to realize all these aims schools in the form of a “Social Service Academy” need to be established to 
train the future social workers. It was decided to give four years training to the high school (lise) graduates. The first 
Academy was founded in 1961 with the objectives:  
To train social workers to have knowledge of social work methods and professional skills. 
• To train social workers who are able to participate effectively in social policy and planning at various levels and 
who are able to plan, organize, administer, practice and undertake research in a variety of social welfare settings. 
These trained social workers were to work in various situations: 
• The welfare of the family and children 
• Medical and psychiatric health 
• Welfare of the poor 
• Geriatric and underprivileged care 
• Rehabilitation of physically disabled 
• Counselling for criminal offenders 
• Arranging spare time activities, social services and community organizations for students, to improve the life 
style of the community (Ulu÷tekin and Others, 1999). 
During the foundation process of the “Social Services Schools” the first group of Turkish teachers were joined by 
American social work educators with grants from the United Nations and the U.S. Fulbright programme. Members 
of the “Dutch technical Aid Commission” and the “Fulbright Commission” were also welcomed as advisors and 
teachers. Organizations such as Cento, the “Dutch Technical Aid Commission” gave and Fulbright Commission 
gave Turkish trainees grants to study social work abroad, on their return they took responsibility for training of 
others. 
The first facility first he education of social workers in Turkey, the academy for social work (Sosyal Hizmetler 
Akademisi) was founded in Ankara under the auspices of the Ministry of Public Health and Social Welfare in 1961. 
Several foreign and international organizations (UNCEF, AøD, UNESCO etc.) provided advice and financial support 
fort the foundation The Academy of Social Work. 
The first students of the Turkish “Social Services Academy” graduated in 1965. According to the research 
assistant regulations; examinations were held and those successful were admitted to be trained as lecturers. At this 
time as the “Social Service Academy” was not attached to a university, the students who wanted to do postgraduate 
studies had to obtain their degrees either from the relevant Departments of the universities here or from the 
universities abroad. “Social Services Academy” continued operations until its institutional reorganization in 1982. 
The second facility for social work education was Department of Social work and Social Services (Sosyal Çalıúma 
ve Sosyal Hizmetler Bölümü) in the Faculty of Social and Administrative Science at Hacettepe University, Ankara, 
established in 1967. Both the Social Work Academy and Department of Social work and Social Services continued 
to provide social work education until 1982. In 1981 university law has changed, and Social Work Academy was 
affiliated with Hacettepe University, there fore two institutions of social work education was united under the name 
of School of Social Work (Sosyal Hizmetler Yüksek Okulu) in Hacettepe University. 
Until 2002 Hacettepe University, School of Social work continued to be the only university giving social work 
training. In 2001 one year of English training was added to the curriculum making it a five years course. Since 1983 
more than 3000 students have graduated as social workers from Hacettepe University but this number is insufficient 
to cover the growing needs of Turkey in this field. It is very important that more universities and schools are opened 
and the social services profession becomes more popular so that a sufficient number of graduates can fulfil the needs 
of the country (Bulut, 2003). 
    There are currently seven departments providing social work education besides Hacettepe University, Department 
of Social Work. These universities are; Baúkent University, Ankara University, Sakarya University, Selçuk 
University, Adnan Menderes University, Dicle University, Süleyman Demirel University.  
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The number of social workers, which is very few currently, will be increased with newly established departments. 
At the present, the number of social workers in Turkey is around 3000. Existing number of social workers is 
insufficient for a country of 70 million people. Thus, social work departments, which should have been established 
years ago, have been being established since 2002 swiftly and without sufficient number of academic staff.  
These established departments need to be examined in terms of their quality and quantity. Social workers, who 
provide services directly to people, should be able to communicate with their vicinity, be interested in humans’ 
problems and manifest features of the ability of understanding human psychology. So, there are courses of 
communication skills, sociology, psychology, social psychology, cultural and social structure of Turkey, public 
administration etc. While these courses are being given easily in the newly established departments; basic social 
work courses like, introduction to social work, social welfare research, social problems, social security and 
insurance, social work theory and practice, social work profession and philosophy, social work management etc. are 
being given by people who had not received social work education. 
Education began in these schools, which had been established during the last five years very rapidly, without 
sufficient academic staff. Since there are no or very few people from social work background in these departments, 
basic social work courses are given with the translations of English resources by people without social work 
education. However, according to IASSW and IFSW, principles of human rights and social justice are fundamental 
to social work. The social work profession promotes social change, problem solving in human relationships and the 
empowerment and liberation of people to enhance well-being. Utilizing theories of human behavior and social 
systems, social work intervenes at the points where people interact with their environments.  
The aim of social work is (Kut, 2001);  
• Fulfilling individual’s social functioning and roles,  
• Changing and developing social circumstances in a way which enables the development of individual  
• Securing human rights, 
• Balancing society’s income and services. 
The most important aim of social work profession is empowerment of people in poverty, who are oppressed and 
vulnerable, increase their wellbeing, and help all people to fulfill their basic needs.  
Social workers try to facilitate social change and justice in the name of their clients. Client includes individuals, 
families, groups, organizations and the society. Social workers try to bring an end to poverty, discrimination, 
oppression and other forms of injustice and they are sensible towards cultural and ethnic discrimination (Reamer, 
2006: 6-7). 
Social workers, who try to improve humans’ wellbeing by definition of their profession, take many decisions with 
and in the name of clients. They utilize their professional knowledge while taking these decisions. True professional 
knowledge, helps these decisions be taken correctly. Thus, during social work education, it is the basic responsibility 
to teach specific social work skills, techniques and principle values to students. But the education, which is being 
given in some of the recently established universities in Turkey, is thought to be insufficient in terms of giving 
professional knowledge, skills and techniques to students of social work.  
Social work profession, which is the determinant of an advanced welfare state, can be enriched by members of 
profession with true education. Therefore, department which are established or will be established should be 
supported by academic staff with social work background.  
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